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Dear Everyone
AND IS IT TRUE? 
AND IS IT TRUE?
Christmas comes around again as it has for more than 2000 years. A truly old deeply Christian festival which can be so easily drowned in the party festivity, the tinsel, the commercial attack on all families and the busyness which comes to us all. Let us hope that we can all find some time, however little it may be, to stop and think at home, in our car, in our garden or in church, what Christmas actually means and why the fact of Christmas has impacted on people worldwide all these years over and above the commercial aspects. “And is it true?” we can ask. I believe it is too.

I am going to bring you again to Sir John Betjeman who would have been 100 on 28th August this year. In his life, Betjeman spoke to lots of different sorts of people; he was a TV personality, but above all a poet who had the gift of using verse and rhyme to discuss profound serious truths without being solemn. He had a great sense of fun but those things alone do not explain his appeal to us all. His writings cover many parts of the country from Matlock and Slough to the North Cornish coast, which he loved above all else. By doing so he reminds us all that we need a place where we feel at home, where we belong.

He writes a lot about love and loss, loss of innocence, loss of love, loss of faith; also about fear, about death, doubt, judgement and eternity, a world without end.
We need to take Betjeman seriously because he speaks to all people with openness, those on the fringe, the half believers, those who want the church to be there even if they usually stay away, people with real questions. In it all he wonders about faith itself, real issues like the man in the Gospel who says “Lord I believe, help my unbelief”.

Enjoy the words of Betjeman:


And is it true? And is it true,


This most tremendous tale of all,

Seen in a stained-glass window’s hue,


A baby in an ox’s stall?


The maker of the stars and sea


Became a child on earth for me?

The message of Christmas is for each one of us. We can come with our hearts open as the shepherds on the Bethlehem hills… “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see…. They hurried off and found Mary and Joseph and the baby in a manger.” (Luke 2:15,16). Can we be like the shepherds this Christmas?, it is true? We just have to see for ourselves.
May you all have a very Happy Christmas. God bless you.
Yours sincerely
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Cover:- Thank you Jack for the delightful drawing of a robin you drew for our cover this month. It was beautifully drawn and, with the snowdrops behind, reflected well the time of year. Well done!
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N.B.  In order to publish the January magazine before Christmas, please let me have articles NOT LATER than the 8th December and before if possible.

      ATNF
	DIARY FOR DECEMBER 2006


	Saturday 2nd
	Christmas Dance   8pm at Brandeston Village Hall – see below.

	Sunday 3rd
	Brandeston Christingle Service with Brandeston Hall  11am

	Sunday 3rd
	St Edmundsbury Cathedral Advent Procession  6pm – see below.

	Wednesday 6th
	Discussion Group  10.30am at Soham House – see Past Events.

	Thursday 7th
	100+ Club Draw  11am at Brandeston Village Hall (coffee morning) Special Christmas prizes of £100, £50 and £25

	Friday 8th
	Brandeston Film Club  Details on posters

	Sunday 10th
	Easton Christingle Service with Baptism  10am

	Thursday 14th
	Fun Christmas Quiz Night   7.30pm United Free Church Hall – see below.

	Saturday 16th
	Brandeston Old Chapel Party   7.30pm at Brandeston Old Chapel, Mill Lane – see below.

	Sunday 17th
	Brandeston Crib and Gift Service  10am

	Sunday 17th
	Kettleburgh Christingle and Gift Service  11am

	Sunday 17th 
	Easton Carol and Gift Service with Band  6.30pm

	Monday 18th
	Easton Carol Singing  6pm Meet on the Green.

	Tuesday 19th
	Kettleburgh Carol Singing  6pm  Meet at Village Hall

	Wednesday 20th
	Brandeston Carol Singing  7pm at Queen’s Head

	Sunday 24th
	Crib Service at Easton  10am

	Sunday 24th
	Service of Nine Lessons and Carols  4.30pm at Kettleburgh Church

	Sunday 24th
	Midnight Mass  11.30pm at Brandeston Church

	Christmas Day
	Holy Communion  8am at Brandeston Church

	Christmas Day
	Family Holy Communion  9.30am at Easton Church

	Christmas Day
	Family Holy Communion  11am at Kettleburgh Church

	Friday 29th
	Brandeston Whist Drive  7pm for 7.30 start at Brandeston Village Hall – see below.

	Sunday 31st
	Benefice Holy Communion  10am at Kettleburgh Church


CHRISTMAS DANCE 
Saturday 2nd December, in Brandeston Village Hall with a live band. Tickets from the Coffee Morning or Fred Muggleston (685662).
****************

ST EDMUNDSBURY CATHEDRAL PROCESSION
Sunday 3rd December at 6pm

The Cathedral invites the parishes of the Diocese to attend the great Advent Procession. It is a most beautiful act of worship in which the Cathedral Choir moves round the building in a candle-lit procession singing a selection of anthems and other liturgical music appropriate to the season. Many of the famous Advent hymns, some of the finest hymns we sing, are sung by the congregation.

****************
FUN CHRISTMAS QUIZ NIGHT

Thursday 14th at 7.30pm – entry £1.50 each. Organised by Suffolk Wildlife Trust at the United Free Church Hall, Framlingham. Please telephone Jon or Linda (638792) for further details.
****************

BRANDESTON OLD CHAPEL PARTY
Saturday 16th at 7.30pm – Tickets £5 at Brandeston Coffee Morning or on door. Finger-buffet and refreshments. In aid of Chapel restoration.

****************

BRANDESTON WHIST DRIVE
£2.50 per evening, includes wine and refreshments.
Please note that these Whist Drives are never taken too seriously. You do not need to bring a partner as we will find a suitable pairing for you on arrival. If you need transport then this can be arranged with prior notice. If you have never played before but would like to join in, we can even provide tuition beforehand. If you are interested, please contact either Rick or Pam Reade (628920).
****************

CAROL SINGING

	Monday 18th
	Easton Carol Singing
	6pm Meet at the Green

	Tuesday 19th
	Kettleburgh Carol Singing
	6pm Meet at Village Hall

	Wednesday 20th
	Brandeston Carol Singing
	7pm at Queen’s Head


  








          GV
****************

THE CHRISTINGLE STORY

The custom of the Christingle began in the Moravian Church and was first used as part of a Christmas Children’s Festival in the Marienborn Congregation in Germany on the 24th December 1747; this service was conducted by Bishop John de Watteville. No one knows for certain when the word “Christingle” was first used or from what it derived, but wherever the Moravians went in the great outreach of missionary evangelism in the 18th and 19th centuries, they took with them the custom of the Christingle. The symbolism gradually developed and today in the Moravian Church in Britain, the Christingle consists of an orange representing the World, with the candle inserted in the centre and lit to represent Christ the Light of the World. The candle used to be held on a goose quill, part of which was split into fronds, on which were impaled nuts, fruits, raisins and sweets. These stood for the created order over which Christ is King, and for the fruits of the earth and the benefits that come to our lives through God’s bounty and goodness. Since goose quills are not so readily available, today we use cocktail sticks on which to impale the fruit, the wood still being part of God’s created order. The red crepe paper forms a frill at the base of the candle and reminds us of Christ’s Passion, through which our redemption has come. A white frill often used denotes the purity of Christ’s life as an example for us all. The Christingle Service is usually held on the Sunday before Christmas, and is a Children’s Celebration in which we place the child in the midst of all we do, just as the Christ-Child is the centre of all our lives. At the climax of the service, each child receives a lighted Christingle and in the magical moment of the darkened church, the visible symbol tells the truth of the Christmas story – that in the darkness of the world there has shined a great light. In the darkness, with the lighted Christingle the children sing the Traditional Moravian Carol: Morning Star, O Cheering sight.

The Moravian Church established Christingle in 1747 as a powerful and moving symbol of Christ’s light and his love for all people. The Children’s Society introduced it to the Church of England in 1968 and it is now a popular much-loved family event.

****************

CHRISTMAS 2006
Are you looking forward to Christmas? I hope so; there are certainly many small people who are and they will have a very happy time. Our vision of Christmas is probably varied but mostly about endless shopping, presents, tinsel, Christmas trees and getting the lights to work, TV, food in excess, extra drink, people (seldom seen family) and then going on to lots of fun and relaxation, a good time for all. Some people will be sad and have an empty chair, “things are not what they used to be” feeling; we need to be mindful of families who are like this and encourage them with our love.

Going on from all this we need to arrive at the heart of Christmas. It embraces many of these things, in remembering, celebrating, the birth of Christ; Christ who was born in simplicity, worshipped and welcomed by waking shepherds – ‘and it is true’, yes! God sent his only son to live among us, to share all our life and then to die to forgive the sins of each one of us so we can be free and happy.

In our churches this Christmas we will celebrate all these facts, there is opportunity for everyone to join in and share; I list all that will happen across the Benefice.
	BRANDESTON
	
	

	December 3rd
	11.00am
	Christingle (see separate note) Service with Brandeston Hall

	                 17th 
	10.00am
	Crib and Gift Service. The crib is built up by the children with carols. Gifts welcome.

	                 20th 
	7 – 8pm
	Carol singing at The Queen’s Head. Collection for Ipswich Hospice.

	                 24th 
	11.30pm
	Midnight Mass. Christmas Day has arrived!

	                 25th 
	8.00am
	Christmas Holy Communion CW

	                 31st
	10.00am
	Benefice Family Holy Communion at Kettleburgh CW

	
	
	

	KETTLEBURGH
	
	

	December 17th
	11.00am
	Christingle and Gift Service for all ages.

	                 19th 
	6.00pm
	Carol singing around the village. Meet at Village Hall.

	                 24th 
	4.30pm
	Service of nine lessons and carols by candlelight.

	                 25th
	11.00am
	Family Holy Communion (short) CW

	                 31st
	10.00am
	Benefice Family Holy Communion at Kettleburgh CW

	
	
	

	EASTON
	
	

	December 10th
	10.00am
	Christingle Service for all ages

	                 17th 
	6.30pm
	Candlelit service of nine lessons and carols with band. Gift service.

	                 18th
	6.00pm
	Carol singing around the village. Meet at Village Hall.

	                 24th 
	10.00am
	Crib Service as the crib is built up by the children with carols.

	                 25th 
	9.30am
	Family Holy Communion (short) CW

	                 31st
	10.00am
	Benefice Family Holy Communion at Kettleburgh CW


GIFTS – From each parish we will be accepting Christmas gifts in church and sending them, as last year, to the Ormiston Family Centre, Felixstowe Road, Ipswich. You are invited to bring a gift(s) and mark it for boy/girl and age too. This charity, set up in 1934, cares for families who get minimum resources from the state; they have real need. Our parcels will bring joy to these boys and girls.

HAPPY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE!
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ADVANCED NOTICES

	Wed. 10th Jan.
	7.15pm
	Kettleburgh Parish Council meeting at Village Hall

	Fri. 23rd Feb.
	7.30pm
	Kettleburgh “Tales from the Music Hall” – details next month


FROM THE REGISTERS
MARGARET DICKSON
Last month we, sadly, recorded the death of Margaret Dickson who died, aged 80, peacefully at Aldeburgh Cottage Hospital on Tuesday 17th October 2006.
A funeral service and celebration of her life was held at Brandeston Church on Monday 30th October followed by interment in the churchyard where her late husband, George, has been buried. The service was conducted by Rev. Margaret Blackall. The homily was given by her eldest son Andrew with much feeling. Many people attended the service, the church virtually full, of a faithful lady who had been involved in so many community activities and was much loved for this and her very warm personality. We thank God for Margaret’s life. May she rest in peace. Following the service a reception was held in Brandeston Village Hall.

Margaret Winifred Dickson
Margaret was born on 5th March 1926 in Anglesey, Wales, one of six children, she was the third eldest. Margaret’s father was a Commodore in the Merchant Navy leading North Sea convoys in the last war, he was known as “Warrior of E-Boat Alley” and was awarded M.B.E. When she was three the family moved to Kirkcaldy in Fife, Scotland, and there she met her lifelong sweetheart, George, at secondary school. George went off to the war to be an officer in the 8th Ghurkha Rifles. During the war Margaret was in A.R.P.
In 1950 George and Margaret were married and lived in Peeston, Edinburgh, as George began work with Silcocks (animal feed merchants) and Margaret in the Education Offices in Kirkcaldy. They moved then to Langford where the three boys were born; then to Yorkshire for seven years, then to Northern Ireland for 18 months and then to ‘The Partridges’, Mill Lane, Brandeston in 1968. The house was newly built. It is interesting to note that the two younger boys, Andrew and Hamish, were the last children to be entered in Kettleburgh School’s admission register, April 1st 1968 – the school closed in July 1968.

Margaret soon became very active in Brandeston affairs, for example; embroidery. She embroidered the organ seat cushion, part of the Communion rail kneeler, and at least seven others (!) including one for the 8th Ghurkha Rifles, and the Cemetery Chapel, she helped Kettleburgh and Easton too. Margaret was a member of the Wednesday Club who was responsible for the Brandeston Village Sign; she was on the Church Council where she was secretary and treasurer at different times, and at times duplicated the Parish magazine. One further fact that I am told – her meringues were very popular. What a fine, faithful Christian lady, dearly loved by family and many, many people. We give thanks to God for her life, her example and her faith. May she rest in peace.
We send our love and sympathy to Margaret’s family; Iain, Andrew, Hamish and their family. May they know the love and comfort that only God can truly give.










          GV
Margaret Dickson’s Meringues
2 egg whites



1 heaped teaspoon baking powder
6oz granulated sugar


pinch salt

Put egg whites, salt and sugar in mixer. Beat until stiff. Add baking powder at last minute. Put in piping bag and pipe onto 4 sheet thicknesses of Daily Telegraph.

Cook in oven 120ºc.

(I’ve never tried this recipe!)
      WMW
****************

BAPTISM IN BRANDESTON
We happily record the Baptism of William James Etheridge, aged six months, which took place in Brandeston Church on Sunday 17th September. William is the second son of Richard and Philippa Etheridge of Hurst, Berkshire and the grandson of Tony and Sue Etheridge of 44 The Street, Brandeston. It was a very happy occasion, well attended on a lovely sunny day, followed by a reception at Brandeston Village Hall when further guests arrived.

We send our love and good wishes to William and our prayers that he will grow up to be a good strong boy. May God bless William and the whole family.

         GV
PAST EVENTS
KANANDUSI CYCLE CHALLENGE

Back in September, five rather apprehensive Mums left the Dads in charge of the children and set off for Kenya clutching their cycle helmets and gel seats. We were to take up the Kanandusi Cycle Challenge which involved cycling 280kms through the rough terrain of the Rift Valley, visiting the villages and schools we were raising money for. Quite a daunting task.

There were ten in our group and from the first meeting at Heathrow we knew it was going to be fun. We had two nights in Nairobi at the start and with the use of the Dragoman Overland truck, visited the Elephant Orphanage and Giraffe Sanctuary. Both amazing places who are doing a great job of looking after the orphaned animals and returning them back to the wild. One of the newest arrivals at the Elephant Orphanage was adopted by Marian, who will be able to watch its progress with her girls over the internet. We had a final supper at the famous Carnivores Restaurant and then the big day finally arrived. 

We were fitted with our bikes and all the kit by a lovely New Zealand couple and Nash, our Kenyan driver, who were to look after us so well for the next six days ….And then we were off. All those months of training round the Suffolk lanes and now here we were in rural Kenya, on a bike, with 280kms to go!

Needless to say the whole thing was just amazing. The cycling was hard, tough at times, the volcanic dust and sand was a challenge not to be forgotten, but we all made it just about in one piece. We cycled past zebra, giraffe, baboon, buffalo and flamingos, camped next to hippos, struggled up impossible hills and whizzed down dirt tracks. We camped every night, putting up our tents and helping to make the supper, a few glasses of wine and in bed by 9pm. We cycled from just outside Nairobi through Longonot National Park to Lake Nivasha, Hell’s Gate National Park, round the lake to Kanandusi Primary School near Lake Elmenteita, up to Lake Nakuru, famous for its flamingos, and then long stretch to Lake Bogoria. The last day of 99kms was the most challenging, especially the afternoon when temperatures got up to over 40ºc, there was a head-wind and we had territorial ostriches to watch out for. Never has a cold beer been so welcome!
As most of you know we undertook this challenge in order to raise money for the Kanandusi School Trust and in particular Simba School. For most of us the day we visited Simba was the most memorable. It had rained the day before and the schoolyard and classrooms were just in a terrible state. Thick sticky mud clung to your shoes and the children were covered. Only the luckiest ones had Wellingtons, the rest had very tatty trainers or hand me downs. We were made so welcome, the children were lovely, very polite and proud of their work and loved having their photo taken. There were very poor facilities at the school and our money is going to build them a brand new building with concreted floors, walkways, proper doors and windows, a new water tank and toilet block. Ongoing sponsorship will help with providing up to date text books and stationery. The visit to the school made us realise just how lucky our own children are and we felt proud that a group of Suffolk mums really will make a difference to the lives of these children and those that follow.  We shall never forget cycling up the hill to Simba to be greeted by all the children lining the road cheering and singing. A very humbling experience.
We would like to thank everyone who sponsored us and supported us throughout training, especially our families. We have raised an incredible £7,000 so far and hope to have a few events in the New Year to try and reach our goal of £10,000.

Thank you once again,

Kathy, Marian, Karren, Shauna and Mary

The “Babes on Bikes”

****************

THE BIKE RIDE
Brandeston

The bike ride on Saturday 9th September was again a most pleasurable day for all those who took part. We all went our various ways. I don’t advise cycling through Woodbridge on a Saturday afternoon (full of shoppers). Apart from a bruised leg and a grazed shin, no other incidents were reported. The weather was good which made a most enjoyable day. The total raised for Brandeston was £1,060.
Thanks once again to all the sitters in the church and chapel, the sponsors and of course the riders which included several children.



           Ruth Garratt
Kettleburgh raised £518.30 – well done!
****************
DISCUSSION GROUP

The Group last met on Wednesday 16th November and continued a series called “Lighten our path”, this time based on the carol “On Christmas night, all Christians sing.” We lit a candle celebrating how, through the birth of Jesus, God honoured his promise to bring light into darkness, and so we trust him to be with us, in sunshine or in shadow (based on Isaiah 60:2). In our discussion we took note that there is more to light than the human eye can register, e.g. infra red and ultra violet light. Although we thought about light we thought of darkness too. This is a prayer that came through the group:

Living God,


teach us today that though life may sometimes seem dark


and your light but a memory,


always you are there,


able to turn our sorrow into dancing,


our tears into laughter.  Amen.

The next group meeting will be on Wednesday 6th December at 10.30am at Soham House, based on the carol “While shepherds watched…” What happened to the shepherds after they had hurried to Bethlehem and seen the Christ child for themselves, after their experience surely life could never have been quite the same again. Always a good story to tell.







                        GV
****************

BRANDESTON 100+ CLUB

The November draw took place at the Village Hall on 2nd November. First prize winner was Paddy Fielder and second prize Graham Rice. The December draw with prizes of £100, £50, £25 and £10 will take place at 11.00 on Thursday 7th December.
****************

REMEMBRANCE
I think we will be mindful for a long time of our services in 2006. There seemed to be a very real, warm sharing and committed atmosphere in the churches and by the memorials; the occasions were well attended and we were blessed with sunny days. Part of what I am saying may be due to the realness of service men/women dying at war, it is something which occurs almost weekly and is seen vividly on TV and in the press. Our major Benefice service this year, at Kettleburgh, was very well attended. Numbers increased by 30 Brandeston Hall boys/girls and the Royal British Legion whose standard was lowered at the Memorial. Again, we were very grateful to Adam Bradley who played the Last Post and Reveille on his trumpet; it was impeccably played on a moving occasion as both villages laid their wreaths and Brandeston Hall their crosses. The names of the fallen were read before the two minutes silence.
Thank you everyone who worked to make this such a memorable and worthy occasion in all three of the parishes. In our remembering we cling to these words – 

“When you go home, tell them of us and say ‘For your tomorrow we gave our today’.”
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****************

KETTLEBURGH QUIZ EVENING

The Quiz evening was held in the village hall on Friday 17 November 2006 on behalf of BBC Children in Need. The evening was very well supported, as usual, and made a profit of £905. A very big thank you to everyone who took part, supplied draw prizes and supported us in any way. Particular thanks to Jane and Cathy for the food and to Graham Hillier who, as always, was an excellent question master. This was our 26th Quiz Evening and a total of £15,260 has been raised for various charities. Our next Quiz will be some time in April/May 2007 – look out for the exact date.                                   Nicky and Terry Comer
What We Learn – Author Unknown

I’ve learned that I like my teacher because she cries when we sing “Silent Night”…Age 6

I’ve learned that our dog doesn’t want to eat my broccoli either.  Age 7

I’ve learned that when I wave to people in the country, they stop what they are doing and wave back.   Age 10

I’ve learned that just when I get my room the way I like it, Mom makes me clean it up again.   Age 12

I’ve learned that if you want to cheer yourself up, you should try cheering someone else up.   Age 14

I’ve learned that although it’s hard to admit it, I’m secretly glad my parents are strict with me.  Age 15

I’ve learned that silent company is often more healing than words of advice.   Age 24

I’ve learned that brushing my child’s hair is one of life’s great pleasures.  Age 26

I’ve learned that wherever I go, the world’s worst drivers have followed me there. Age 29

I’ve learned that if someone says something unkind about me, I must live so that no one will believe it.  Age 39

I’ve learned that there are people who love you dearly but just don’t know how to show it.  Age 42

I’ve learned that you can make someone else’s day by simply sending them a little note.  Age 44

I’ve learned that the greater a person’s sense of guilt, the greater his or her need to cast blame on others.  Age 46

I’ve learned that children and grandparents are natural allies.  Age 47

I’ve learned that no matter what happens, or how bad it seems today, life does go on, and it will be better tomorrow.  Age 48

I’ve learned that singing “Amazing Grace” can lift my spirits for hours.  Age 49

I’ve learned that motel mattresses are better on the side away from the phone.   Age 50

I’ve learned that you can tell a lot about a man by the way he handles these three things: lost luggage, tangled Christmas tree lights, and a child’s tears.  Age 52
I’ve learned that keeping a vegetable garden is worth a medicine cabinet full of pills.   Age 52

I’ve learned that regardless of your relationship with you parents, you miss them terribly after they die.   Age 53

I’ve learned that making a living is not the same as making life.  Age 58

I’ve learned that if you want to do something positive for your children, work to improve your marriage.  Age 61

I’ve learned that life sometimes gives you a second chance.  Age 62

I’ve learned that you shouldn’t go through life with a catcher’s mitt on both hands. You need to be able to throw something back.  Age 64

I’ve learned that if you pursue happiness, it will elude you. But if you focus on your family, the needs of others, your work, meeting new people and doing the very best you can, happiness will find you.  Age 65

I’ve learned that whenever I decide something with kindness, I usually make the right decision.  Age 66

I’ve learned that everyone can use a prayer.  Age 72

I’ve learned that it pays to believe in miracles. And to tell the truth, I’ve seen several.  Age 75

I’ve learned that even when I have pains, I don’t have to be one.  Age 82

I’ve learned that every day you should reach out and touch someone. People love that human touch – holding hands, a warm hug, or just a friendly pat on the back.  Age 85

I’ve learned that I still have a lot to learn.  Age 92

I’ve learned that you should pass this on to someone you care about. Sometimes we all just need a little something to make us smile. It’s ageless.
NOTICES
LIMITED EDITION PRINTS
Prints are now available of the painting by Sue Scott entitled “The Old Chequers Inn and Brewery”. This was the first prize at the Kettleburgh Fete and created quite an interest.


Mounted Prints £25


Framed prints    £40

Sue would like to kindly donate 25% of all sales to the Kettleburgh Village Green.

If you would like one of these limited editions please contact either Ron at the Chequers Inn or Sue Scott on 01728 685264.

****************

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS IN KETTLEBURGH

As a new venture, Kettleburgh Village Hall Committee is providing a Christmas tree for the village this year.  It will be placed outside the Village Hall and will be decorated with festive lights.  The lights will be switched on after carol singing on Tuesday 19th December at 7:30pm.  We hope you will come and join us, sing some carols round the tree, count down for the lights to be switched on, and then enjoy some mulled wine and mince pies in the Village Hall.  There will be more details on posters and on your personal invitation closer to the date.  Any profits from the evening will go to The Children’s Society.

****************

SHOEBOXES FOR ROMANIA 2006 

Thank you to everyone who contributed one (or more) shoebox this year.  At the beginning of November, 31 boxes were taken to Wickham Market, on the first stage of their journey.  As you read this, they will be well on their way to making Christmas just that little bit more special for 31 families in the poorest areas of Romania.   Last year one of the distributors made this comment: 

“I went into a really poor and run down shack where a family lived without heating or running water.  The children were thrilled with their boxes but what really moved me was when the mother cried when she saw a bottle of shampoo that had been put in her shoebox – she was so overwhelmed and just kept saying ‘thank you’.  To us shampoo is so everyday but to these families it is very special.”

Nationwide, Link Romania hope to send 50,000 shoeboxes this year.   

                            





          Jackie Clark
****************

RUBBISH!

Congratulations to Easton School for their work among rubbish, recycling and the excellent publicity of all their work in the EADT on 13th November. Underneath a picture of nine boys and girls the article runs like this:
      Children have been starting the recycling habit at an early age by making models out of waste material. Boys and girls at Easton primary school, near Woodbridge, brought in material that would normally go in their homes’ recycling bins and have used it to make puppets and other objects. The pupils have also taken their old clothes and adjusted them for a fashion show at the school during a week-long focus on recycling. They want the community to take a more active role in recycling and they have created posters to encourage the village to adopt good recycling habits.

Diane Payne, science co-ordinator, said: “Recycling is very topical at the moment and it has been useful for the children to do something outside the curriculum. It gives them a focus and shows them what they will need to be doing for the rest of their lives. It is also a bit of fun for them to be doing something different.”
These are the children pictured:

Evie Ridd, Allen Armfield, Harry Chapman, Willow Butler, Joe Berry, Ryan Harper, Oliver Sharpe, Curtis Moss, Jamie Brooks
Well done! again Diane Payne and all the children.

****************

USED POSTAGE STAMPS

Please save these and drop off to Pat Bishop when you are passing. They raise money for St. Elizabeth’s Hospice. You will soon have plenty with Christmas coming up!

                 Pat Bishop
****************

THE MOBILE LIBRARY
Don’t forget that a mobile library visits Brandeston and Kettleburgh every fortnight. This is on Tuesday afternoons.


Brandeston  3.15 – 3.35  Queen’s Head Car Park


Kettleburgh 3.40 – 4.00  Bottom of Church Road

Numbers of people using the facility are dropping and we do not want to lose the service. There is a good selection of books including a range devoted to children, plus a helpful librarian.

Advantages of using this service:-


No library tickets


A large number of books can be borrowed


Books are lent on a monthly basis


Renewal need not involve the production of the book


No fines are usually charged


Books may be ordered without charge

Dates for forthcoming library visits

December 5th, 19th and January 3rd. 
TIMES PAST
A policeman and his family have now moved into 18 Low Street. This is most appropriate as the cottage, built in 1859, was Brandeston’s Police House and Station from that year until 1904. Before then a local inhabitant had acted as Constable for the village but now a different era was beginning.
PC Martin Rumsby had been born in 1832 at Benacre, north of Southwold. A farm labourer, he had joined the police force on September 10th 1851, aged 20. Rumsby was 5 feet 9½ inches tall and had been recommended for the post by the hamlet’s curate who lived at Frostenden.

At first Rumsby was based at the Eastern Division of Suffolk’s Headquarters at Saxmundham. He married a Norfolk girl, Hannah whom he brought with him to Brandeston. The Rumsby’s remained in the parish for ten years. He is not mentioned by name in the newspaper records of the time but no doubt was responsible for such prosecutions as that of Samuel Bedwell, landlord of The Queen’s Head, who was charged with keeping the pub open for the sale of beer one Sunday in 1860. This resulted in a fine of 12 shillings and 6 pence.
The policeman would have been equally well-known to William Rowe, a labourer of Mill Lane. He was committed for trial having been charged with stealing a quantity of meat and bread from Mr George Smith, the farmer who lived at Hillhouse Farm, Mutton Lane, now the home of Peter and Susan Rainbird.

Martin Rumsby introduced the use of an official police form for inquest evidence. This was in a tragic accident of a 3 year old, scalded when his mother, brewing small beer, went to make dumplings for the family’s dinner.

Martin Rumsby had a successful career. He was promoted to Sergeant in 1870 and Inspector in 1874. The census of 1881 found him and his wife at the Church Street Police Station in Stradbroke. He was promoted again in 1885 to Superintendent.

At the age of 57, after over 37 years in the force, he resigned in February 1889 as being unfit for further service. He was awarded a life pension of £68.0.0.                              WMW
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