BRANDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Brandeston Parish Meeting held at the Village Hall on Monday 16 April 2007

Present : Councillors D Risk (Chairman), S Thurlow, P Summers, H. Saxton, K Churchill, C. McArthur and J Garratt

Parish Clerk and RFO A M Hounsell

County Cllr P Bellfield

39 Parishioners
1. Chairman’s welcome and introduction

The Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting and advised that Mr John Bell (of Suffolk ACRE) was present to describe and explain the significance to the future of Brandeston of a Parish Plan (PP). The Chairman also advised that our County Councillor, Mr Peter Bellfield was also present and invited him to address the meeting.

2. Remarks of Cty. Cllr. Bellfield

Mr Bellfield explained that in addition to being a County Councillor, he was also District Councillor for Otley. He strongly urged the meeting to pursue the completion of a PP for Brandeston. This would have the substantial advantage of presenting the views and interests of the parishioners and not the District Council or even the County Council. Support for the Parish Council becomes easier if the council knows what YOU (the parishioners) want for the future development of the village.

3. Address of Mr John Bell

Mr Bell advised that he worked for Suffolk ACRE (Action for Communities in Rural England), which is a charity working for the benefit of communities on many subjects including rural transport, funding advice and village hall advice.

Mr Bell stated, no doubt, many would ask “what is a parish plan?” He advised that it is essentially a statement of how parishioners see the future for the village. It identifies local issues, local intentions and local developments. He stressed, local ownership and involvement are crucial in its preparation. Significant benefits are local solutions for local issues, local strategy and local partnerships in housing, planning, health and policing.

Other subjects that may be considered include home-working, identification of local redundant buildings and help to farmers to sell produce locally. Examples of local issues are young people’s issues, IT provision, access to a local shop, local support network (support for those less able to help themselves by, for example, shopping, help with phone etc).

Mr Bell suggested that a local plan would be a substantial influence to the local authorities and would feed the parishioner’s priorities to the local authority through the local strategic plan – Suffolk Coastal District Council are looking to see 60% coverage of PPs by 2008 and 100% by 2010. District Councils are obliged to consult further. Existence of a PP will give a strong mandate to the parish council to respond to planning issues.

The end product of a PP is an action plan.

Mr Bell then went on to explain “the process” to achieve a PP. He said a public meeting, such as this meeting, should decide whether YOU wish to proceed. He suggested that 7 volunteers (and it was also suggested that 2 of these be parish councillors) should be elected to carry out the work on a voluntary basis. Skills needed include project management, event organisation and administration. Seven is the suggested number otherwise there can be too much work for individuals. It is important to involve both younger and older people. A questionnaire is the crucial part of the work and it is usual to achieve a 90% response to this from a distribution to EVERY person in the village. Included should be people who come to the community - not just the residents. Engagement should be made with SCDC and SCC to build-in their suggestions as to what is achievable.

Addressing the matter of cost, Mr Bell indicated that based upon 200-250 people this would be about £1,000 and it was expected that 5% would come from the parish council. Other sources of funding included grants from DEFRA (administered by ACRE), County Council locality budget, and village fund raising.

Mr Bell stated that the entire process typically takes about 12 months.

4. Questions

Mr Bell then invited questions from the floor and responded to the following :-

Q1. What is the relationship between a PP and the forthcoming Local Development Framework of SCDC?

A1. The  PP should influence the LDF in areas such as roads, access and housing

Q2. What schemes are available for housing for local people?

A2. Suffolk ACRE runs scheme to facilitate opportunities for low cost housing schemes. These are jointly operated schemes that purchase land – in trust – and cover part ownership. There are stipulations such as limits on selling. There are also tenant schemes.

Q3. Is there a “template” for a PP?

A3. Yes, you won’t be left on your own. Suffolk ACRE runs workshops to give advice. They also run consultation workshops and planning workshops.

Q4. Where are PPs deposited? Are they public documents?

A4. They are deposited with the local authority. Yes, it is a public document but is a live document. Mr Bell was not sure but did not think PPs were on the SCDC website. He confirmed that Suffolk ACRE will have availability of other PPs, perhaps on their website. 

Q5. What database software is used?

A5. ACRE are working on an Access© database to analyse questionnaires.

Q6. Can we achieve shortcuts by learning from others?

A6. Yes, such as by networking with other villages. Mr Bell emphasised that this is a community owned process about quality of life and the value of the “atmosphere”. There are many others trying to provide support – Wildlife Trust, Woodland Trust etc.

Q7. The role of Suffolk ACRE is unclear. Could we produce a PP without ACRE?

A7. Suffolk ACRE manage the DEFRA funds and provide guidance and advice. There are some small stipulations to the grants such as that parish council holds the funds provided. ACRE helps by management and facilitation and leads workshops. There is no charge by Suffolk ACRE for its services.

Q8. How many parishes are doing PPs?

A8. One hundred are starting consultations from 489 communities. The target for the SCDC catchment is 25 last year and 25 this year, which if achieved would be the intended 60%. Suffolk  ACRE is confident that this will be achieved. 

Q9. Are churches normally involved in PPs?

A9. Yes

Q10. If we decide not to produce a PP, how would we be disadvantaged?

A10. You would miss the opportunity to influence the future of Brandeston in local plans and development.

Q11. Who makes the decision on whether Brandeston produces a PP?

A11. A parish meeting such as this one - perhaps by raising of hands.

There followed a discussion as to whether further thought was required or whether a decision should be taken at this meeting.

5. Resolution

Mr Peter Thurlow proposed and the Chairman accepted that a motion be put that “we have a show of hands that we recognise that we should take a next step towards a Parish Plan, albeit that we do not know what the next step is”.

Mr Holland Brown proposed and the Chairman accepted an amendment that the words “albeit that we do not know what the next step is” be deleted from the motion. This amendment was accepted by the meeting.

The substantive motion that “we have a show of hands that we recognise that we should take a next step towards a Parish Plan “ was agreed with 30 in favour

6. Closure

The Chairman asked that those who had completed the forms passed out to the meeting - to indicate that they were willing to assist in the preparation of a PP - pass them to the Parish Clerk.

The Chairman thanked Mr Bell for his most helpful address and response to questions and thanked all present for their attendance.

The meeting closed at 10.00 pm
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